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AN 
ADVERTISEMENT 
Concerning the Province of 


EAST-NEW-JERSEY 


AMERICA 


HE certain and undoubted account of the Province of 

| Eaſt-New- Ferſey, hath been ſo authentically verified, now - 
for two years paſt, by che teſtimony. of perſons of un- 
queſtionable Credit, who have written from thence ; As 

alio by the Vetbal account ot ſeverals , who having been many * 
Moncths upon the . place , have fince returned : that it (cems 
ſtrange there ſhould be any-turcher need, ro inculcate the verity 
or certainty of ir. And yer to this day, tor all theclamors that 
have becn raiſed, all unanimoſly agree, even thoſe Lertcrs, where- 

= n the late noiſe hath becn built, in aſſerting the healthtulnel, + 

plcalantneſs, and ferrilty of the Eountrey; its advantagious Sci- 
tuation for Trade, and plenty and fatery of cxcellent Herbors, and. 
Inlerrs, fo that no Ship was ever known, . through the uncaſinels 
or diladvantage of the Coaſt , to be thrown. away, nor yer the 
People tro melt away, by deceaſe incident and cuſtomary in the 
| Countrey : ( which thoſe who Induſtriouſly ſeek ta ſpread reports 


to the diladyantage of this Province, dare” not affirm, in favours | 
of that interelt, they ſeck ro ler up by decrying it. without bring 
convict of maniteſt talſhood,)alſo all the reports agrees in the plenty 

of Cartle and Corn, and. Fruits of al kinds, alrcady there, and: 

ot Fiſh and Fowl ot all ſorts. | i 


| \ | (23) | 
But the ground of all theſe clamors are founded upon ſome ex: 
preſfions of a letter written by Jobn Campbel , to the Lord Sccre. 
_ taty. Lundin, which becauſe 1heyhave been induſtrioufly repreſent- 
ed, many wotſe then really they are}, arc here ycrbatim 
cIt. . 


hy New-Perth, gth. of 
* Ofober, 1684. 
My Lord, 
FT E came bere on Friday the liſt of Seprember and found but 
| N bad ©wartersthere being but four Houſes built upon the Pro- 
prietors account ( which are not worthie to be called houſes ) 
they are but little, with one Chimney in every one of them þ1av- 
ing but two low Kooms, and garrets above, an4 ſcarce wil! hld out Snow 
or Drift, and they are poſſeſſed by others that are ber: : There are four 
Houſes conſiderable , building upon particular mens accotnts , that will 
" be finiſhed this Winter, one of them is for the Governovur, wich Mnni- 
varde poſſeſt as it was, and calls it the Karl of Perths-houſe ; The 
preſent Governour-Depute lives at Elizabeth-rown , he came here to us on 
IWedneſday laſt,” and took, very great pains to artommo1ate us all ; and 
Loeckharts Ship arrived the next day, which mad: us very thronz ; the Go- 
vernounr- Depnte after he had ſ:ttled ws, went alongs and hewed us the Toren- 
bounds, that we might choiſe out our Town-interejt, which falls to be very 
Jittle for the Town being alwayes computed to be 1 599. Acres, it proves to be 
after ſurvey, but a 19799, of this ; 10D. there is laid ont for high wayer, 
and publick uſes 200. Acres, ſo there remains to be divided for 24. Proptic. 
ters, but 800, Acres, of which 809. there is for every Proprieter within the 
Town 4. Acres for building on ;' ſo that T have taken up for your Lordi, 
having the half of a Proprietie in your own hand , including what 
your Lo: has diſponed to Gauin Drummond and me, 2 Acres, which your 
Lo: is oblidged by Att of \ council here, to build upon within a twelve moneth, 
elſe the fir that defires to build after = year is run out ( for the better ad- 
: 2 


vancing 


Mays 
'vancing of the Town, the Governonr gives them what is left unbuilt; ) but I 
£ot bim to delay giving of your Lo: to any bodie,. till T have your Lo: return 
whither you reſolve to build in the Town or. not } If your Lo: do build, 300. 
lib. will be the haſt that your Lo: can allow to build _ bonuſes as are bere 


f 


building ; There is about 3}. Acres to fall to every icrer within the * 
Town, of which John Reid poſſiſſes near thebalf of the Proprietcrs 

ſhare, and hat your Servants and Stock on it : When Ihegin to talk, of cal- 
ling them to an account of the Stock, ſent over , they ſay," It cannot be done 
till the 4. years is out. John Reid has a aq dale of land under 
Corn , ahd-aftock of Cowes and Horſe ; John Hanton bas the other 
ſhare inanorber place of the Countrie, whong I bave not yet ſeen, — I ſhew the © 
Governour» depute bere your I o: Commiſſion to me, and ions , and de- 
fired he would lay ont a convenient place near 'a River, for a Houſe and Plan- . 
tation-for your [ o: But by all that T find, there is no ſuch thing to be bad, for 
all ſuch places are already planted, and taken up ; and by all appearance bad 
not the Governour- depute aſed a traf} of land a little before we came 
from the Natives, there had not been enough to ſettle thoſe who came in thir 
two Ships. There is aplace called Chir katroray,vbich by the Governowrs | 
letter is appointed to be preſerred for the Propricters ; and when the Depute 
Governour had ſurveyed it, and compied what was of it , there would not 
fa'l ?. Acres to every Proprieters ſhare, there being ſo much of it laid ont al- 
readie ; So that as yet I can ſee noconvenient place for your Lo, ' Munivarde * 
and 1 with ſome others, are going towards the Hills on Monday, to -ſee that 
land laft purchaſed, which is computed t0 be about 15909. ' Acres, + 
which Munivarde ayes he will bave wholly to himſelf , and 1000. more if 
it pleaſe bim, if not, be will immediatly return bome, or to Mariland,where 

. be bad very good offers of gooll Land, I do not find _ 4 I bear of , that 
is good umaken np within 5, or G. miles of a portable River z I havt not 4s 


yet the Governour- Deputes final reſolution as to your Lo: Plantation ; But 1 
will get bi#n to give your Lo: an account of things as they are binſelf , 
which he cannot do at the preſent, he being ſo taken up with the People that 
is bere, My Lord, as to what 1have ſeen of the produtt of this Countrie, 
"there is very good Grain, ſuch as Indian-corn, to a great increaſe, Engli (h- 
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54 * 7 YA 6.094 I. #, | - 
F wheat, end; Oats,end > queſtion Barley and Pcaſe will grow, which they 
6 are now going to try 5 There is abundange of good Cartel, Horſe and 
..'* , _- inc, and ſome-Sheep; they will lakover the ground trventy yeart without 
;  _ © uy dunging ; there are many goed Meadowes npon the Rivers ; * there is a 
. 's | bundanceof Heir, Turkiofowles, Quails, «xd Partridges ; Some of ow 
\ © » People bas bylled of them here very near the Town, and Water-fowles in all” 
| +. - Creiky and Rivert, My Lord, this ig all Thave. to trouble your Lo: with at 
" Ent 3 But, if your La: pleaſe to build i your ſhare of the Town, you would 
your Commands by the firft occaſion, with Proviſion for that end. The 
' Servants that arewſcful bere, are Carpenters and Brith: layers and Mkers, 
' »* for ghey may mgke Brick where they found their ſs, thir is all from 


Rd ay — 


| | y Lord, | 
Wes 2 hh | -- Your Lean humble and 
4 WEE aa oy 3 + ,  oblidgedServant, 
WEE oye > OE. Fobn Otmpbel, 


? Now to fatisfic all reaſonsble' People , .who docs not uſe thele &x- 
| --preſſions, a private deſign, to advance their own intereſt,and 
-. . ſupport heir deſperate adventures cl{ewhere , and to prejudge o-' 

* thers: Lect ithe conſidered, that firſt, Thoſe perſons had not been above 

' - eight dayes in the Countrey, when they wrote theſe Letters, wearied, toiled, 
. . and freated, with # tedious Journey about 2 O. miles overland, from Mary 
land, where they had been put in. by ſtreſs at Sea, that their infyrmation 
proceeded from the Old-Planters, who befides their emnitie to our Councrey- 

rand wnwillingneſs they ſhon.d come in upon them ; do all that they can 

. #0 diſcourage thoſe at their firſt :oming, an 3 nndervalue the Intereſt of the 
Proprictars, becauſe they are behind in above 1200. lib. Englifh, .of quitt- 

'- Rents, would willingly ſhun the pintuall payment in time coming , which 
t hey ſee-they are not Tike to do ;, and are called in quiſtion for ſeveral large 

Traits of Land, they bave bad in poſſeflion, ( tho not improved by them , all 

agreeing they are @ laſic People ') and have no true tittle too, . And me have 

| Fog cert 2in 
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eert ain information from others, A many Moneths upon the place, that - 


they nſed the ſame Di ements to them, upon their firſt arivale : But they 
in 4 ſhort time diſcovere their falſhood," and fraudulent deſign in it , as ap- 
pears in this very caſe,, by Letters written a Moncth and mare, after the date 
of theſe, to wit, the midle end end of Deccmber , whereas theſe are intbe 


beginning of NovembR, ſeveral abftralis of which Letters when returned | 


from the Countries where they were elirefied, to the Parties concerned, may 
be bereafier publiſhed. As to, that which John Campbel ſayes, 
- He hearsthatthere is hardly any good Land untaken up, Withm 

© or6, miles of a portable River ; his Information has proved ſo fer falſe, 
that David Mudic of Montrole, in bis letter to bis Wife, of the 12th 
December, a moneth after, Declares, he had got 590 Acres, whic 
was his full proportion of the firſt Diviſion, uron a Navigabtc part 
of the South River ; where (be ſayes ) David Violent hath gor the like 
quantity, though cach of them had but a 2cth; part of a Propriety; 
and that to this phone, they can in aPoar go from New-Perth in two 
thcures and a ba 


5. or C.:miles of a Portable River ; Beſides , 1hat it is flionably 
known, that without Sandy-hook, by tbe-Seato the Southwird « a place 
called Neveiſniks, there is about P miles where there is not yet one Family 
Sethd ; And there is alſo a Natigable Bay, called, Batnagate , and ho ſome 


of that Sea: fide be Pin-tree-land, which is the worft ſort, though good for the | 


ranging of Cattel: Tet abexs Barnagatc, wher« there is wiſo a River, there 
is 5 good Land as in all thoſe parts of America, and already cleared of t he 
Indian incumbrance , enough to aceommodate hundreds of Familie s; 
Beſides, that there are ſqveral.TraUls of I and, untaken'np ujon Hakinſake, 
Pifſaik , 6nd Raritin Rivers; Ard there is a larje Tre of excellent lan 4 
wpon Milſtoun-River, which rans into Raritin, 'and wpon many other K+ 
vers and Crieks which were tedious bere to mention, that is altogether "un. 


= though ſemehare not ſpared, to call this Deſign a Cheat, 
this account, y«t that Imputation is ſo manifcfilie falſe , that tbe Mot, of 
$0 RY 5 


f, and return in the like rime. This ſufficiently proves 
that aſſertion not 10 be true 3 That there iz no part untakcn up. hin | 


ws... 


ek POO 
| bath been patent above theſe two years, wherenpod the obvious Nevi- 
FO {or ar-ov Baye 2 the ſom jv Towns ftand , - who 

bes | : : 
inteddeert, Rokr mon te Comet tres Prey em 
eeal it , that they preſſed it ar an encouragement , that people 


'w ſhould . not land in a wi r, or remot from Wieighbour-hood, but in @ _ 


. Comntrey tollerablie well inbabitgd , where they conld be accomm1dated with 
* neceſſaries, till they could raiſt it ont of thzir own Induftry , which all, even 
theſt Letters yeelds may be. done ; and with farr eafier labour, than here in 8 


years time': Alſo, Theſe concerned recommended the Province that ac- 


£ount, becauſe , befider the conveniencie abovementioned , for the land they 
want in theſe places, ( as being taken wh by* the Old-Plamers, before their 
Purchaſe they have a valuable conſideratiog for it , there being a Liſt to be 
produced, ſent over from that Coientrey in September-laſt, of the names of 
the Planters, the. nuniber of Acres they poſſeſs, and what they pay, which a: 
mounts to abaxt 3OD. lib. Sterling of yearly Rent ; thmegh at that time this 
' Lift was ſent, the Rental of all mas not complented , - ſs that thiſe who found 


- this as a Cheat, newly diſcovered by theſe Letters inthe Aﬀiirs of Jer- 
- i | ; 


manifeſt their malice, or at lealt their ignorance. 
. But next, they groſly be-ſpeaktheir ignorance, thit look they bave no con- 
venient Land, if not upon a Navigable River + For what Conmtrey can be 
' ſuppoſed to ly all thus? Muſt not the Riches an4 Export of the Countric ariſe 
from the Im of Corn & Cattel in an In-land Countrty ? And as # 
is clearly proved, hy the great In-land Commtries of France, and England, #0 


eome nearer bome, What Fool will ſay; That no part of Scotland is Valu- 


able, bur what is within five or ſix miles of a Navigable River + 
What ſhowlel become then of the gre atiſt part of all the three Louthcans , of 
«the Sheriffdom of Berwick,of all Clid{dale above Glaſgow, and the whole 
middle part of Fifc, where yet the pleaſanteſt Seatr.in Scotland ave, And 


its to be obſerved, that even where there is not Navigable Rivers in Eaſt-Jer- _ 


there are more Brooks and pleaſant ing Streams , likg thoſe bere x 
_— the Neighbouring Collonies, And # it is not to be denyed, - bus 


the adyamagt of Navigation # great, to any Conntrey, ah 


| | EL 
that thoye is no Province belonging to the Engliſh , #pom all the continent of 
Amcrica . that ir h:tter furniſhed with good Harbors, and Navigable Ki- 
vers,* and Creiky then Lalt-Jerſcy. is, for its qu mntity ; An1 however any 
have labored to repr:ſ-nt the pennary of Land , bo David Mudie in bis 


Letter of the 12th of December , doth ſay , 
larger then ever it was rcpreſcnted in ScutLend. 

The next Objc&ion is , As tothe Indian purchaſe, it was a matter 
.never concealed by the Proprietors , that an a knowledgrment was to be given 
fo the Indian Nativcs, «9 the t 1h/n7 u> of every Trait of Lan1, ſo that in 
the InftruGions, that thry have been patent theſe two years , among qther 

Papers at Andrew Hami Lovns, it is poſitively inſert : Ag alſo, in the firſt 
of the Printed Papers '; an4 whereas it was the defign of the Proprietors , as 
appears by the foreſaid Initruftions given in to the Defſuty Govermur in Sep- 
t:mber, 183. to clear as much of the Countrey as he could from the In- 
dian incumbrance ; He wrote hack,, That was not a right mcalure, 
for the Indians were ftill off-ring the lard, and it was bercer only to 
rake it up as there came People'; Butthar it the tourth part of the 
People of Scotlan4 ſhould com2 , they ſhould not want Land upon 
that accompr , foi he could ſtill procure ir in time, And therefore 

John Campbcl ſaving, it 1 5099. Acres had not been lately purchaſed 
» trom the In4:ans, there had nor been enoughtrto accommodare choſe 
thatcame in the laſt two Ships ; Which being write but five daves af- 
ter his Arrival th:re-, ſhews he ws not yet acquainted with the M:thod 
of tat Comntrey. : 

An4 yet by Munivards Letter it is obvious , how eafie that Indi- 
dian Incumbrance #-, ſince he write , He was to have 20. miles (quar, 
tor le{s than 250. /ibj/terling, which vet is above three hundred thou- 
ſand Acrcs, ſo that the conſequence of that purchaſe,need not trigh- 
cn any; Yet Mrwni: ard hath becn ignorant 1n that fancy, ſince no Sub- 
_ » ject of the King of England , dare prrchaſe any within the bounds of 
any Patent granteq by him, but by allowance of the Government derived 
from him - And as to Menivzrds Complants, of his Bargain , 
and tiiat he was told by the Deputy Governour, he knew = yer 

ICre 


he Province is a third 


(%) | | 
where his Land lay, ( which yet might be truely ſaid, in an in- 
tereſt undivided, as.all the Land is, till ir be diltinQly takgn up } 
the rrue miſtery of that is known,by Lettersof a monerh larter dare, 
from Credible Perſons, that he refuſed to take up land, for Rea- 
ſons not proper here to inſert. 


This with the -Letters and Teſtimonies before mentianed, do ſufficiently 
eVidence bow lit tle ground there is for thoſe reports that have been ſpread 
abroad, and tho in particular many ſcurulous report s,bave paſt. upon Robere 
Barclay pon this occaſion, yet none durft ever challange him to his face, as 
baving done injuſtice in this matter , and to ſhew how falſe they are, let 
it be conſidered, that tho he might have put a conſiderable ſum of money in his 

' pocket by ſclling of part of his own Propreity, yet he never did it, but only 
procured from others in England , Sharers to ſuch as defired, ont of Zeal 
' #0 advance the Intereſt of bis Countrey men, that though there bath been half 
8 Propriety bought fince this clamour was raiſed, and that he might have 
| ſo diſprſed of the half of bhir.own , and yet have reſerved as great an 

Intereſt ” s any Scots-Man hath , ' be choiſed rather to procure it from 
En , which ſhews, be neither ſought bis own advantadge, nor yet 
bath no Diffidenee of the Talue of the Province, notwithſtanding of thoſe 
clamonrr, And for the other wild _ that have been induſtriouſly ſpread 
wpon bim as to that mattcr , they being but a Maſs of envy and malice, 
which of themſelves evaniſh, as ſuch which every Body is aſhamed to own, 
they are not worth the taking notice unto. 


p_ 
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Here Followcth the Teſtimony of ſome Perſons that were many * 


" Moncths in the Province, with an abſtratt cf ſome 


Lerters write by Perlons that arc Jatcly gone 
Over. 


Hereas we wnderftand , that there are ſome Letters come from Falt- 
Jericy of late, from ſore Perſons that are lately gone over there ; 

: | VS woeretn- 
Rad 
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wherein they give an ill Charatler of the Countrey, as if there were not in it 
land 10 accommodate thoſe, who have purchaſed Intereſts there, although this 
without doubt may ftartle thoſe that bave not been in tbe Countrey , and de 
not know the preſent ſtate of it ; yet to us it ſeemeth not ſtrange , ſor bad we 
given ear to the Reports of many perſons,obo have been long In'4bit rnts there, 
we ſhould have write no leſs oxr ſelves : but we ſoon perceivcd 11cir defigy in 
it , who being a—_—_ that others ſhonld come in among them, 2nd ſhare of 
their Advantages, and eſpecially or Conntrey People , of whom they were 


moſt jealous, betanſe they ſar that they took a right way to improve their In+< . 


fereſts there , did what they could to diſcourage us, telling us, that all the 
beſt land was taken up, and many other ſtories to diſſwade us from ſetling 
onr ſelves, or adviſing any of our Friends and Conntrey People to come and 
ſittle there ; But after we had been a while in the Conntrey , and bad occa- 
fron to ſee the Land, and other Conveniencies of it,we found there was no regard 
to be bad to theſe reports,and ſaw it was out of meer prejudice they endeavored 
to diſcourage us, becauſe they perceived that the Scots Proprietors of the Coun- 
trey were in good earneſt 5 and as they bad begun to ſend over People , and 
make ſetlements upon their Lands, ſo they would proceed, and &camine all 0+ 
ther aff zirs in the Conntrey, which was very unwelcome to thoſe Planters ; 
not only by reaſon of the invalidity , a" of the Titles , whereby 
many of them claimed ſo great trafts of Land, as they pretended was already 


taken up , but becanſe ſuch of them as bad good and ſufficient Rights, to ſome . 


lis of land, were run ſo far in the arrears of their Dnit-rents, "that it 
would pinch them to pay all they were owing to the Proprietors, and they ſaw 
if the Proprietors proceeded in ſending over People, i improving 
their Intereſts, they muſt either pay or part with ſome of their lands, which 
they were loath to do to any, and eſpecially to Scots People, and ſo they thought 
that if they could but diſcourage thoſe that came firſt over, it would hinder 
others from coming, and make the Proprietors careleſs of their Intereſts. 
We donbt not but theſe perſons who have been allarumed with theſe reports 


at their firſt arrival, will (if they be not altogether careleſs of their own, or © 


the Intere(ts of their Friends there, and taky for gr.1te | every thing that the 
Old-Planters ſay, without fierther fnſpechion into the Countrie ) write in an- 
re | - other 


"AM 


uber hn cher $I f ted land to be taken upyhe 
other ſtrain, for we there is yet 0 to be taken up; 
Comntrie ont a 1kirt of it as yet rv It is from the place 
called Little-E-gg-Harbour,to the extent of the bounds of it upon 

River, reckoned 1290. miles at leaſt,and from thence over to Dclavare Ri- 
ver, it is affirmed by them that have travelled it, to be above 100. miles , 
and befides Hudſons River, there are ſeveral other brave Rivers , wpon 
which there is land yet to take up , as the Rariton, Piſſaick, and Hac- 
kinfack Rivers; And alſo the South-River , and Milſton River, and 
many other Creiks and Rivers, upon all which there is good land to be taken 
up, and aboundance of Meaow , and altbough ſome of the land, - 9on the 
muath and a little upwards, upon ſame of theſe Rivers be takep up, yet we 
know that the land above, which is yet untaken up, though it be not altogetber 


. ſo convenient for Trading, ſo 4s to have Ships come to it ; it bath other con- 


veniencies exceeding that below : For the land is better , and it is generally 
obſerved in theſe ", hoartagryh the farther up the better the land irzand as the 
Soil iz better, ſo alſo the Air is wholeſomer, and the Countrey fer more plea- 
Sant, and not troubled with Murketaes , which breeds in the ſalt Meadows, 
upon the moxghs of the Rivers, where the Salt-water Ebbs and Flows. And 
for theſe Reaſons we would as ſoon choiſe to ſettle above upon the Rivers as 
below ; For though ſhips of burden cannot come aep Very farr in the Rivers 
yet Boats and Cannoes may, which are ſufficient to earry too and fro , ſob 
things as are — thoſe that deſire to live a Comtrey life, and do not 
follow Trading or Merchandizing, ( Towns and Cities being only fit for ſuch,) 
And indeed the Countrey People themſelves begin to be deſirous to go backwards 
into the Countrie and ſettle ; And we believe, that if they bad not ſetle4 ſud- 
denly at their firſt coming , before they were well acquainted with, and bad 
viewed all the Countrie, they had moſt of them gone further up for we know 
lume of them that bave ſold their Plantations below, and gone backwards and 
ſetled new ones ;," and ſuch as have lived any while in the Countrey, upon 
Trades or Merchandizing, before they ſetled Plantations, have gone and ſetled 
backwards, as particslarlie, the Merchants of New York, who bave 
of them ſetled Plantations on the RatitonRuycr,and choiſed to go far pre: 
* %'voſe 


IP, 
thoſe that irſt ſetled ;, and their Plantations t bey be far later, yet are 
of much more value than thoſe that are below. i 4 tral of Land upon 
' Milſton River, which lyes far above any that is as yet taken np, that was 
pitched wpon by a perſon well known and experienced in theſe Comtries, upon 
which he intended to ſetle a conſiderable —_—_ ingadged many F amilies in 
New-England to conze and ſettle there, and bad ſold them land, who being 
better dequainted with the ftate of things in America, then any here in Scot- 
lard canbe, would not left their own Coaſts in New-England, and gone 
there and planted backwards , if it had been inconvenient or diſadvants- 
ious : But this perſon they engaged with not taking the right way to effelfuate 
bis deſigne, ws, forced much againſt bis will to defift , Governoxr of the 
Province refu fing him the land upon any terms , which ſo vexed the People in 
New-England, that be bad treated with , and ſold a part of the land to, 
that he durit not be ſeen in their Countrey for a conſiderable time afterwards, 
And beſides theſe Rivers, there are many pleaſant Brooks and Rivolets, all 
over the Countrey, that run into the greater Rivers, upon which many exrious | 
Plantations may be ſetled ; So that although thouſands were going over, 
we know there is Lend conch co cmmioe es av bir Cette 
& in 4 manner untaken wp ; and particularlie, from Shrewsberrty to Lirrle- 
| Egg-Harbor, which is a large Conmtrey,, altogether as yet untakgn np ; an# 
towards the South-weſt-part of it, an excellent Bay or Inlet of the Sea, 
called Barnagate,wberein runs a River;Tbis place we bave beard commend- 
ed by many to be the beſt place for Fiſherie upon that Coaſt, and that the Land 
aboxt it is good and convenient appears by the deſire of ſeveral of the Coumrie 
People, who to our knowledge, offered to makg purchaſe of land there, It was © 
envyed by the Governonr of a Neighbouring Province, who could be obtained 
libertie, would bave planted it with People from bis own Countrie , So this 
place being altogether untaken up , may well actommod.te many People, eſpe- 
clallie thoſe that defire to be upon a Navigable River, or Bay, it being a place 
where Veſſels may come in. 
It ſeems ae jr things, theſe Perſons writes , That there. is not 
Land purchaſed of the Indians, Its tre the whole Conntrie is not 
ſed from them, but there is as much purchaſed 45 is ncedful at preſent, and 
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more then will be ſetled in haſte, For when we came away, the Deputy Go: 
vern»mr was treating for above ſrxty thouſand Acres , the greateſt part , 
of which ws finallie agreed for,and the reſt very near* agreed upon ; Seven- 
teen thouſand Acres of it lyeth betwixt Rava River, and the Rariton 
River , five thouland Acres lying /hetwixt two Creikg , the one :alled 
Cheelquaks, and the other Chingatoras , which are the Indian namer, 
and thirty two thouſand Acres lying betwixt that Chingaroras wp- 
wards in the Countrey, and the lands of Midleton and Shrewsberry,and + 
cight thouſand Acres lying upon the Rariton River, and ſeveral other 
Parcels in other places,in all which places there is aboundance of goo4 land, 
which is altogether untaken up,nleſs what may be taken up of it by theſe Per- 
ſons that are lately gone over, and are arrived ſince our coming away, ſo that 
certainly very many people muſt go over, before thit can be all ſetle4, and 
to Purchaſe more of the Indians, wntill this or the greateſt part of it, be 
ſetld, were not prudence, for wherear now the Indians, part with their 
land, for a ſmall matter, they would if People ſeemed too earneſt to pur- 
chaſe all in a ſudden, augment their price, 

Theſe things being confidered , we know not what reaſon of diſconradzement 
there is, to binder any from engadging in that Countrey; And _ we are 
ſory, that any thing ſhauld appear, 0 ftop our Conntrey People, that are in- 
elinable to p.. and ſettle wk Ho we Sen that if they knew, and wun- 
derſtood the nature of the Country, and how eafily a man may procure a plen- 
tifull Livelyhood, for bis family in thoſe parts, they would not account thoſe 
that have raſhly written th:ſe diſcouradging Letters their Friends. 

And beeauſe we are informed, that it is reported in ſome plecer, that we 
have given an ill. report of the Corntrey : We do bertby, Declare it to be 
falſe, for as it truely deſerres, we have alwayes comn. ended it, and encou- 
radged ſuch,ar we have have found inclinable to go thither, as is well known 
to thoſe among whom we have converſed ſince our return from thence , and as 
may appear, be ſeveral Letters we write toour Friends while we were in that 
Countrey;wherein weglwayes a:knowledged that the Conntrey did deſerve,thas - 
good Conimendation which it generally got, and this bath been confirmed by 
many Letter: from ſeveral Perſons, that are arrived there, fince our coming 


away 
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away, who bave rot been ſoriſh, and nnadviſed in their Cenſures,as theſe 
others bave been, | | C 

This we thought fit t» give forth, for the ſatisfatlion of ſuch, as are de 
firons to be informed of the C onntrey, from thoſe who have been Inbabitants 
for @ time therein, an1 bave been Eye and Ear Witneſſes, to the State and 
Affairs thereof, teſtifying under our bands, what we bave bere written tobe 
true, we remain well-wyſhers to all our Countrey People. | 

X David Barclay. 

At Aberdcen the 5th day A:thur Forbes, ' 
* of March, 1685. | 


- 


David Mudics Letter t bis Wife. 


New-Perth 
the 12. December. 1684, 
My hearr, 


Hope this ſhall find you and your Children in Good bealth, and I wiſh 

I in as much ſatisfattion s I and onr Children are bere, far beyond 
my expetation, and others my wel! wiſhers, who are with you, my loft 

toyoux 945 xron my arrival bere, dated the > th of November, and at that 
time I could give you but a ſmall account of my judgement ancnt it, it wanld 
take a great de ale of time to inform you of every thing, as it truclie is ; Bugs to 
be ſhort, I bave travelled through a part of it, and it is far largerthan 
everl beard it reported in Scotland : I dare ſay, above a third more 
and there is abundance of brate Rivers through it all , better then ever I di 
ſee in any place, brave Meadow? alongft all the River ſides , good lands #- 
bove the Meadow ground, ahoundance of Freſh water Brooks, and . Springs 
plemy of Fiſhes in all the Rivers, in the Summer time, and that very g 
Fiſhes ſuch as they preſerve for Vitual in the Winter, & in very fero days they 
wſe to take more then they make uſe of in Winter z as for wild Meat there - 
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of all ſorts, Cows, Sheep and Oxcn L Large ar in England, an1 abmen- 
dantly cheap, conſtlering there goodneſs 5 Corns and all Sorts of Pruit in 
grertaboundance, and no |. ſs then they are called ia Scorland,” Money with- 
in this three years is beeme on, > iful, Servants dear and ſcarce: I 
have taken up ſex Acres of Land in Newperth, which pleaſes me exceeding 
well, in regard it is good Lang, ant fit for building of a City, and Perſons 
of Good Fortune are come from New-York, and other plices in the Coun- 
trey, and are very buſy building , an1 I am begun to build a houſe, and 
have near digged the ground, which is very bard, it being under a great 
part of it Oker, which is bard to 1igg,and the leaſt deepneſs is eight foot, I 
bave my two Wrights Squaring of Timber for it, an4 I reſolte to have it a 
good handſome Ho: ſe, fix Rooms off a floor, with « Stury , two ſtories high 
abmethe Sellers , an1 the Garret ahove ; Anda I doubt not if the Froſt bid 
away, but I ſhall have the Sellers finithed, and the geſts [111 above it, ag ainjt 
the latter end of this Moneth ; for the Land that lyes to the houſe, I reſolve to 
fence in two Acres-of it for an Orchard, and an Teard, and to have that 
done before the middle of February, and to he it planted with fruit trees; 
for Tfind a mag in three yezrs will have more Fruit in ſuch an Orchard then 
| be knows bow to make uſe of. * = : 

And about the middle of February, according as the Weather is, Freſolve 
to go ont where I have taken up my Lan4 , which i« upon a River, called the 
South River, which is an exceeling pleaſant River, and place , there goes 
onely with me there Mr. David Violent. I can go from New-Perth toit 
in a Boat, in two houres and a half , let the wind blow a it will, 
and come back again ih as much time, I with I h 14 as many Servants here a 
I could make uſe of. Any mm tht is final, and hath JO. lib. Sterlin 
in Stock, , to come over here, and bring over 7. or 8B. good Servants wit 
bim, I could aſſure him in 3 years time be ſhould make a ſtock better then 
1900. if not I FOO. lib. if he beſtow his money right in land, and take 
advice to bring all things here which is neeſſary for him to have in this Coun- 
grey. 1 am uncertain of the time | will be at Home, but I reſolve you ſhal 
come over with me again, and ye will both think and ſay, when ye ſee the 


Countrey, that ye wiſh it had been done twenty years agoe. Tthought it 
* not 


| I | 
hot fit. to trouble my friends and AL - T could qot write fort Let- 
Fers to them, but any of them that defires to know the condition of this Conn- 
Prey, ye may ſhew them this Letter, ſince there ir no ſecreet init , you will 
find by William Burners Letter , that be defires ſome of bis Sons to come 
over, and John Geddis writs for ſome of bis Brethren z the which Letters” 
cauſe deliver them carefully,and get an anſwer that if they be to come over, ye 
my Jpeak for their paſſage timely ; be tells fame of them are good Wrights, 
ich js all at preſent, but keep a good heart to your ſelf, and take care of 
your Children , and I hope to ſee you with more Comfort then we parted, 
end I am your ever loving Hucband while Ibreath, - —Y 
| David Mudie. 
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James Fobnſtons Letter to his Brother John Johnſton Drougeſt in 


Edinburgh; 

Eaft- Jerſey the 12th, 

Loving Brother of December, 1684. 
Have taken up a part of my Land, 9g. milcs from Amboy, and 
4. milesfrom Piſcatway, and as far | the neareſt part of * 
Rariton,on a Brook-{ide, where there are exceeding preat plains 
without any . Timber, there is excellent Gunning tor Dear and 
Turkics, of which there is great plenty, and cafily ſhoz. Burt I 
tclotvero ſeea place called Bernagate which is 69. or 79.miles from 
this, on the Southermolt place: of the Province, where there is a 
good River and Harbour, the beſt Fiſhing and Gunning in any 
place in Americe J9. or 49. miles tom any Plantation. The 1:- 
dians here arc notaing to be feared, the Place being as peaccable as 
any where elſe ; I had occaſion to travel through Long. If.und, and 
Stalen Iſland, and for many milcs tound as many towns anc plan- 
* tations iti the way, as in any ſo much Land in Lowthean ; there arc 
no Bears nor RavinoutBeaſts but Wolves , © which are nothing ro 
be {carcd, neither are the Countrey People afraid ro te amons 
themall night, in ſo much as I - times going wrong, and lying 
out 
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* twice heckled,fold at g d.per pound. nkvays yody wore s 
ors hy ESE 
wha {und 6 en up there are many plains ngta * 

tree 1, | have never ſince laſt parri : ng had any INS DD ns 

from one Dyct, for which 1 cenſor heat to GOD. Ther Indians 

here make it their trade to kill Veniſon, and (ell it to ugfor a ſmal 

marter I will haye my: ty for ſerved with Fleſh all Winter ;.one 

ot their Saſhiams , ( which is their King) came to the Governour 

when I came firſt VE defing height be ſuffered e trade among ſis 

and not to be beat ont of oxr bouſes, when thry were drunk,, but only 1bat we 

might bin« themand permit them to cut timber and ſome ſuch thing r,At-nexp- 
Berth,we have a goodStationersShop of Booky the Jand'is no where difi- . 

' cul toclearalbeir trecs be 100. fogr long 83.07 4. foot over;] would 

heartily. Kal and perſwade any to come over that intends to live - 
wel lens and lence! y jd Neither is there any Tradeſman 
- or 


he ECT mop 
or $crvant that could come wrong tothis place, and I could wisdh . *- } 
my beſt fricnds no better bur in the ſame place with me; the old | 
Inhabitants are a moſt careleſs and iitrugall People, there prote(- 
' fion are moſt part Proteftants, few Quakers, ſome Anaboptifts, it is 
molt deſired there may be fome Minilters ſent us over would - | | 
have conſiderable Benefices, and good Eſtates ;. and fince it woutd | 
be a matrer of great Piery, [ hope ye will be inſtrumental} to ad- 
vile ſome over to' us. the place is aboundantly healthful, as any 
| elſexthere area great difference berwixt the people here, who are | 
Strong and Vigorous , and the people more Southerly in Marilant,  - © 
we have great ſtore oft Veniſon which is ſometimes as fat as Park | 
one good uck is ſold at 5.sbiL and by the Indians at 2. fbil. Oats | 
are {old at 18. pence rhe Buſhcll z all ſorrs of Fiſh is here exceeding 
plentifull, the poorePerions cars no Mcar that is Salr,except Pork, ; 
.n Summer, they live much on Milk. I would no mcre value the | 
Sea coming tlirough if I had occaſion, then ye would riding of pe 
of 20. miles; let me be remembred to all friends, to Patrick Forrune "7 
who moſt carctully diflwaded me from this Voyage , which I doe 
not repent, but would as catcfully perlwade others , who ſtuly there 
own good, what I moſt carneſtly defire'ot yoti, 'for the encourag- 
ment of this Planration, is, you would be Inſtrumental ro ſend us 
over ſome Miniſters, who Idare engadge ſhall afterwards ever be 
thanktyll, and I oblidge to be your cyer afteftionate Brother, 
| James Jobnſton. 
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Amboy, or new Perth in America, 
J 9. of November, 16S4, 
Dear Brother, 


Aving accidentally mer with the Bcarer, had not time to 

give you any particular accompt of this Conntrey, only 

* & aſſyre yon, that it is beyond ( nor only ) all our expcAa- 
tions, but all chat cyer you-have yg ſpokcn of ir, we ( praiſed ' 
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BY. BYE, 
be GOD ) all of us arrived ately without the loſs of any one Paſ- 
ſenger; ſcarcely any of them was eyer ſick, only we had much 
troublescoming from Marilaxd by land, our Skipp:r having tor his 
own adyantad2e pur in firſt ar the Capes of Virginja;but we have had 
a brave Proipett of the Countrey, and all the wiy as well as in this 
lace wheren2w we are, we found plenty ot Corn and all Kindsof 
ruit, wich Fiſh, Venition and wild Fowls, in fuch abundance,that 
a Dcer may be had for 2 hillingCountrey money, and Turkics 
for 6G. pence ; which will be at leaſt as big any 2. T urkics in Scot- 
land, and arc feally Turkics, only blacker then came Turkies that 
' you have'feen ; I ſhall give you full ſarisfaftion with the nexc oc- 
caſion, pray you fail notto wrirro me , when you mcer with any, 
. otherwayes you ditoblidge him who is cycr yours, 
D. M*keregor. 


Write to his Brother Muxiverd, In Scotland. 


* 


. Patrick, Falkeoners Lerter to Maxrice Trent. 


SONG ; Elizabeth-Town in Eaft- Ferſey 
3 |. the 2846. of Ofober, 1684. 
ir 


, "2 op: 
| Y laſt was dated the 22. Current, from PhiladeFbis, at 
_ time 1 could give you but a {mall account of the 
-Countrey; and as yer its but a ſmall account, I can give 
by reaſon that I have had bur a lictletime here as yer; { have tra- 
yelled on Foot more then a 100. miles in Eaft and Weſt Ferſey, and 
Penſiloania ; I have alſo Travelled in Maryland, I cannot bur (ay it 
is a good Countrey, but irs poſſeſſed with a Debauched, Idle, Laſic 
People , all thar they Labour for is only as much Bread as ſerves 
them for one Seaſon, and als much Tobacco as may furniſh them 
. with Cloaths, Tbclieve itisthe worſt improwed Countrey in the 
World, for the Indian-wheat is that they truſtro , and it thar fail 
them they may expeft to ſtarye, I find Perfilvanis anc te 
ans 1 erſtes 
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erſeyes are the places which fer henkiea out moſt for Planting of 
rn; - As tor the Ferfies I need not infiſt in commending o&t 
them , for David Barclay and Arthur Forbes who had a longer ſtay + 
here than I have had , will give you a more tull account; tor 1 
intend to write no more than I am able to make good. I may ay, 
that it is a pleaſant Comntrey, I did never ſee more pleaſunt Meadows , and 
Graſs, than I have ſgen in both the Ferſies, I have ſeen plains of good Hay 
conſiſting of about 50. Acres of ground , hardly one Tree to be ſeen upon the 
whole ſpot. And there are (cvcral places ſo, I can ſay, its a well wa- 
tered Countrey , and good watcrs , and they were delirvus, they 
might have very Quarric here both for Srone of any ſort, ard 
Lime-ſtone likewilc, bur ſo long as Timber is ſo plenty, they will 
not be at the pains, to ſeek after Stone ; there are ſome houſes in the 
- Countrey , built with ftone but very few. Having fallen in here , the 
end.of the year, I cannot be capable to give an. account what may 
be the produdt of the Countrey, burl hear thar all ſorts of Grain 
hath very good Increaſe, -I ſee the Countrey abounds with Apples, Quin- 
ches, Peatches, Walnnts, and Chaſnuts, and Strawberries in great aboun- 
dance , wild-Wine-Grapes are plehtifull , wild-Fowl of all ſorts, a great 
number of Deer, Turckie-Fowli-wild, in great aboundance ang very bigg, 
| Thaveſeen theſe things in great plenty : Ihope ye will excuſc me, = | 
canſe I am not c:pable to give an ampler accounc ot the Countrey, 
for I haye not been two daycs in one. place, I will tell you this is a 
good Countrey, for men who reſolves to be Laborious; any who 
comes here they muſt rcfolve ro work hard for the firſtrwo or 
three years, till they get a little Ground clearcd, tor this muſt be 
looked on as a tends Conn, tho F mult contcſs the Woodsare 
not {o thick as people exprts; and rhere are ſeveral placcs in the 
Countrey where there is little or no Wood; People are - generally 
curious to have thcre Land near Navigable Rivers, but when they 
are better acquaint, they wil find that the farther back the better 
isthe Land, there are aboundance of Fiſh and Oyſters here, this 
is got a Countrcy for idle people, but ſuch as will be at pains, they 
* need 
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pong not Kart hu Bread here i ith i 
ped wer r to get exc in plenty, fo I wiſh it be the 


that we may have a happy thiccting again, his will be 
*Yone, 1 wiſh you may be protected by the Lord, this om J 
| Tour offedlidnate Friend, and bumble Servant,” 
& Patrick, Falconer. 
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Abſtra of a Letter write by Peter Watſon ( who went over a Ser- 

vatit with David Barclay, in the year 1683.) to Joba Warſon - 

| Melicnger in Selkjrk, . | 
EET wy 4 the 20th of 
es Auguſt, 1684. 

if TE Could never write t0 your before now, becauſe I w 7 never rightl ſetled, 
[| and am not yet fully ſetled,but I am from among the reft of the Servants, 
= * one Jamcs*Reid and I aid our Families are together, ſet ont to a 
+ Farm on Armboy , we are 'to have ſome Land laid out to us, and we are 
Stocked with two Ma four Comes, two Sows, two Oxcen ; rhy Wife 
and I and the Child Richard are very well in beakth, and hath been ſo e- 
ver ſince we came.out of Scotland : Now as for this Countrey, it is a 
ood Countrey s indeed poor men ſuch as my ſelf , may live better bere 
then in Scotland if they will but work, a man can bave Corn and Cattle or 
any #ther Goods for bis work and he can ſell theſe goods to ſome hand; for ma. 
ney,” it is not for @ man that bath a Familie to eome boun1 four years, but 
young «men, who have no trouble, they will 'd> better to come and ſerve 
fonr years here then to ſerw in. corland , for they are not ſo bard wrought 
.as in Scotland , and when the four years are out , they can gain 
aboundance to work, to other men ; or if .they defire t0 ſetle upon 
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and have 45 mach ar in Scotland, and mere then maxy gets D hnalliby 
_ of Eaft- Jerſey, __ one who is Preacher in New-wark; echerewere one or 1100 - 
Predchers more in the Province , but they are dead ; And now the people uhey meet together ever y 
Sabbath day, and Reads and Preys, and ſings Pſalmsin their Meeting: bauſes , this C 

' Sr werywell ſettled with People , wel part « of the Fanby came out of New-England, 

. very kind andloving people , kinder then in >cot « As for ihe Indian Na- 
tives, they ere not cronbleſawe any nay Sas ud harm, but ere a verP kind 
end loving people ; the men'does nothing but bunts, and tht women they Conn, end works 
«t bame , come and trades among the Chriſtians with Shins or Veniſon, or Corn, or Pork ; 

* axdin the Summer time , they and t herr Wives come the Rivers , "in their Cannoer which 
they make themſelves of « piece of « great tree, ents and there Fiſh and take 
©» ftert. This Coney it 4 very pleaſant C with Rivers and Creikreo fob in ; only it 
is full of W.od, ſuch as Oak and Waln.r-tree, Toplar, and Cedar ; The on!y thing we 
IRges Feople;1 wiſh thas all the poor | ife bath 1 were herc: 2; for my 

A = mt rs verry Ca or hwe ou Buch ile Wor moni 

# hither and your family, 1 efrre you 10 come, aud with 
you if heave 4s neces,” Þ ng ceme, tho 7 hoe ——_ : 
your paſſage were payed, you tera no! ſear if you have «mind to work ; | was as pars frm et 

Con INS : bleſſed be GOD, I cen work now a; my 43 hbors, eli v0 

ten-edly with my Wiſe better than ever we did in Scotland ;fbew 
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and | would be very well pleaſed, "+ rr ry, mate = 
here opt of old England ; thire was one came —_—_ xs elder thee. if ſhe will come, 
ſhe ſhall live with ber Daughter and me, «1 eaſie, well «x ever ſhe did live in Scorland ;/ 


and | de kittw that was well enough end [ave well at preſent, as you could wi » GOD 
nh Joe foymamdinin m1 At io 225 — 7 


I reff your loving C» fin, % 
| Feter Watſon. R 
New- 
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A Letter whhe 1Campbel,go John Dobie, | 
*. v Joe *Fow-Pen, tbo voor, 
P to-you, as we were SY PIs, aurCuſin Fam 


bil edelpbis 

isin ſuch haſte, that I cannut write what 1 w y ;3-but in ſhort, 
a good wholefame Countrey, in whith with lictle induſtiic a man 
le life, thereis Wheat and Oats ng here, and Indies 
antrlikes very well; There is Fiſh and Fowl-abundance,of Cows 
and Horſe, they labour with Horſe ah en ; There is Deer all the Coun» 
trey, and Tu: kies which ſome of our ts has killed a part of already ; there is 
Percrages and Qua'ls very rite, tha ife yeſterday morning ſaw about 20. cf 
theni walking before the door like Chikens. 1 ſhallſay no more wit 1 ſee farther, for 
1 am with others going tothe Countrey on Munday to fee for the Countrey1:trs, for 
Ibavetakenupthe Towns already, and Eut down the trees of two Acres of ground *' 
wihſixmeninthreedayes, My ſervice toall Friends, Lam : 

Your moſt aſiurcd Friend, John Campbel. 


ET. — A. 


| ; POSTSCRIPT. ; 

B* all theſe Letters, and many more that could be produced, ifneed were, it ſuſfici. 

ng——n how little groundthereis for theſe clamours, that have been raiſed 
agaiaſt this Province ; Beliboogh no reaſonable mancan ſuppoſe that there is a 
Ccuntrey in the World * that will pleaſe the humours of all ſorts of peo. 
ple 3 yetit istobe obſerved, that albeit ſeveral hund/eds of people are goneto 
this Province, within theſe three years irom Sce:lend and England, the reports of them 
all agree inthe main, an4!1a:ndsin th» commentationof the Countrey. 

Nuw if any ſhould ſuſpett :tat theſ: Lettcrs are any ways altered, becauſe ſome of 
then ace not ineicelylndber , there being in them other buſineſs that relates not to the 
Cuuntrey; Andin others of them, alarge account of their Sea-voyage , Which were 
needleſs iuicretoinſert ; It is deſired, that all who would be further ſatisfied by theſe 
Letters , nay 7: pair to Andrew Hamiltens at the ſign ofthe Ship, in Edinburgh , where 
fie 93i7inal ut C.cac of them lyes, andſuch of them as are nor there, may be found 
wi 1Þe pcrſons to whom they were directed, . . 
| Therrs (4 a.g ov Ship freighted by Mr. Robert lackwood Mercham in Edinburgh, aud 
David I arclay, wii. hisro be at Leith ſomerimein Fanenex*, and isto call ac —_ 
and Aberdeer, ard thercetofailtothe Town of Perth in Eaft-Yerſey; So if there be 
any perſ: nsthat are dr irons 29 tranfport themſelves thither, ler them repair to Mr, 
Robot Ntickwoed, Andrew Hemilion, or David Falkomer in Edinburgh; In Ab:rdeen to 
Snirew Calloway Merchaftiln fe Mearns to Navid Farclay of Ury,In AberdeenShire; to 
Roltr ? wart of Lechents., ot Re birt Cordon of Cluny, wire fuch asare willing to pay their 
own pation» , by g'ving tizely notice, may have aſſurance of good accommodari. 
en inthe Card Ship ; An | ſuchasare willing to eng1d2e as Tennents,'or Servan's, whe. 
tl. i. defn:n, Huſpand anen, orothers , let them repaic.toany ofthe forcſaids 
perſon , wheoviillengadge withthem, upon eafte ard reaſonableteris. 


oi 2.1 the daenf ]. Campbels letter, read N. ven ber for Oltober ; And in the firſt 
line © the (..,e7, read Otober for September, whicherror was accaſiened by the I ragſcriber. 
SE 3. 


